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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
June 29, 2026

Glory to Jesus Christ!
Dear Friends,

The Peter’s Pence collection is a collection with an ancient history in the English speaking
world, a custom that we can look to with pride in the United States.

It began in the year 725, even before the Norman Conquest, when King Ina, King of the West
Saxons, took a collection to the Holy Father called “Romefeoh”. It was also called
“Romescot”. In 794, King Offa, King of the Mercians, also made a similar contribution to
Rome. Inthe case of King Offa, the payment was to assuage his guilt after the murder of King
Ethelbert, King of the East Angles, by his consort Cynethryth, “a cruel, ambitious, and blood
thirsty woman”. Ethelbert was murdered when a throne was prepared for his visit with a
trapdoor and an assassin waiting in a pit.

After the Normans conquered England, the King included an annual collection of “a penny
per hearth” in the late 1100’s from Ireland as well as England. The English sovereign
continued in faithful support to the Pope of Rome until Henry VIII stopped the practice in
1534. By then many other Catholic countries had begun the practice of supporting the work
of the Apostolic See of Rome. In the nineteenth century, Pope Pius IX asked the entire
Catholic world for help in 1871 after the Papal States were taken by the ltalian
revolutionaries.

Today, the Holy Father has enormous expenses: an enormous payroll, enormous charitable
obligations, and a vast amount of libraries and works of art to maintain. The most important
scripture library in the world is in the Vatican and probably the most important historical
archive as well. Most of his income is from gifts from the United States and Germany.

In recent years, the gifts from both Germany and United States have decreased. This year,
the Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Christophe Pierre, made a special plea at the Conference of
Bishops in November. Although the Conference always asks for remarks from the Nuncio
who is representing the Pope, this is the first time that the Nuncio asked for time to speak to
the bishops.
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As Americans, let’s step up to the plate, and help out our new American Pope with the Peter’s
Pence collection! | pledge to give $100 myself this year. Please consider doing the same, or
at least ten or twenty if you are living on a small income.

Your pastor will accept the donation anytime starting on June 29 through the month of July.
Thank you for your generosity to Pope Leo!
God will not be outdone in generosity. God bless you and your loved ones this year.

Your servant,

+ Kus

Bishop Kurt




